
Always remember: 

1.  NEVER place a rear facing car seat in 
front of an air bag!  This can cause death or 
severe injury! Children should ride in a 
rear-facing car seat until they are at least 2 
years old.  Once children are at least 2, and 
have outgrown any type of rear-facing car 
seat, they should ride in a forward-facing 
car seat in a 5-point harness until they reach 
the highest weight or height allowed in the 
seat. 

2.  Harness fit is important.  Retainer clips 
should be at armpit level.  Straps should be 
snug: you should not be able to pinch any 
slack.  Use lower shoulder slots for rear 
facing car seats. Use upper shoulder slots 
for forward facing car seats. 

3.  Read the instructions that come with 
your car seat. They will help you use the 
car seat correctly. 

Study your vehicle owner’s manual.  It 
will help you install the car seat in your 

vehicle the right way. 

What is the best car seat to use? 

The answer to this question comes in 
three parts: 

1.  One that fits your child– car seats 
are designed for children of different 
ages, weights and seated heights. 

2.  One that fits your car– car seats fit 
differently in many models of cars and 
trucks.  The shape of the vehicle seat, 
the seat belt system and the size of 
the car seat will affect how well the 
car seat can be installed. 

3.  One that you will use correctly 
ALL THE TIME– car seats have many 
different features. All car seats must 
meet the same federal testing 
standard.  The most expensive car seat 
may not be the best choice for you.   
It is important to buy a car seat that 
works best for you, your child and 
your vehicle. 
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Car Seat Safety 
for Kids 

Car seats for babies and young 
children have been around for 

over 20 years.  Even though car seats 
have been around for a long time, 
most parents still get confused and 

frustrated when installing their 
children’s car seats. 


